
 

Trees Used for Lumber in Montana 
 

Forestry is one of the main industries in Montana.           

   

Twenty four percent of Montana is covered by forest.            

   

Lumber, paper, and wood products are the fourth largest industry in Montana.    

                         

                     

The main trees that are used for lumber in Montana are listed below:        

                 

                          

Ponderosa Pine:   This is Montana’s state tree.  A mature ponderosa pine can be up to 

180 feet tall!  They are evergreens that bear cones and have very long needles (up to 

seven inches long).  They have a long lifetime and can survive wildfires.  This species is a 

valuable tree in the lumber industry. The wood is used for railroad ties, poles, and 

house logs.                       

   

Douglas Fir: This tree grows mainly in western Montana and is processed largely in 

Missoula.  It has very dense and durable wood which is used in many types of products.  

This species makes up about 6.5 million acres in Montana.  It is also a popular species to 

use as Christmas trees.                    

           

Lodge pole Pine:  This species is one of the most common trees found in Montana. It 

grows quickly and can grow to be over 100 feet tall.  It thrives in Montana and has 

adapted to the many forest fires that occur in the state by releasing seeds during fire 

events.  In recent years, it has been affected by pine bark beetle infestations.  Its wood 

is used to make posts and poles.                 

         

Western Larch or Tamarack: This tree grows mainly in western and is unique because 

its needles turn yellow and fall off in the fall.  It can grow up to 200 feet tall and can live 

to be 800 years old!  The wood is strong and thick and has high value in the lumber 

industry.      

 

Western White Pine:  This tree grows mainly in Northwestern Montana. The wood is 

soft and light colored, which makes the commercial value very high.  It is also a tall 

species and can grow to be over 200 feet tall. 


